[image: image1.jpg]n/ )

(]
LI
o —w_____
’
.
Wy W





_________________________________________________________________________________
The Apple Scholars in AI/ML PhD fellowship program recognizes the contributions of emerging leaders in computer science and engineering at the graduate and postgraduate level. The PhD fellowship in AI/ML was created as part of the Apple Scholars program to support the work of outstanding PhD students from universities around the world, who are pursuing cutting edge research in machine learning and artificial intelligence.
Invited universities may nominate up to three (3) PhD students pursuing research relevant to the research areas listed in the nomination guidelines. This limitation is applied per institution, not per department. Each nominated student must be submitted for a unique research area. We will not accept nominations for multiple students under a single research area from the same university. Applications will be reviewed based solely on the strength of the submitted materials.
Please note: This program is limited to only UCT students.
Nomination Rules
Invited universities may nominate up to three (3) PhD students pursuing research relevant to the research areas listed below. This limitation is applied per institution, not per department.
Each nominated student must be submitted for a unique research area. 
We will not accept nominations for multiple students under a single research area from the same university. 
Applications will be reviewed based solely on the strength of the submitted materials.
Students who successfully submit their interest will receive a consent email after the application has been submitted, confirming that they agree to be nominated for the fellowship.
Initial and Ongoing Nominee Eligibility
Nominees must meet all the following criteria to be considered:
• Nominee must be enrolled full time at the nominating university at the start of Fall 2026, and expect to be   enrolled through the end of the 2027/2028 academic year; 
• Nominee should be entering their last two to three (2-3) years of study as of Fall 2025; and
• Nominee must not hold another industry-sponsored full fellowship while they are an Apple Scholar in AI/ML (Fall 2026 to Summer 2028).
The program is targeted towards mid-to-late career PhD students with
2026 Cohort Program Details
The nomination deadline will be open from August 19, 2025 – September 9, 2025.
Nominations are limited to (1) nominee per research area, out of the total of (3) nominees. 
This year's research areas are:

Privacy Preserving Machine Learning

Human Centered AI

AI for Ethics and Fairness

AI for Accessibility

AI for Health and Wellness

ML Theory

ML Algorithms and Architectures

Interactive ML and Agents

Speech and Natural Language

Computer Vision

Information Retrieval and Knowledge

Data-Centric AI
Nominees can be working towards their PhD in Computer Science or adjacent fields. Nominees from engineering fields, statistics, informatics and related disciplines who are conducting research in one of the categories listed above are welcome.
Review Criteria

Nominations are reviewed and moved forward by Apple based on the strength of the research proposal, the impact the nominee has had on the field thus far (both as a researcher and community citizen), and their demonstrated potential as a leader and collaborator in the field. 
When reviewing the research proposal, we consider the following: Clearly stated research issue and proposed direction, novelty of the proposal, scientific merit of the proposed approach, potential for impact, and alignment with research areas highlighted by Apple. 
We also consider, in addition to the research acumen, the unique perspective and experience each nominee brings to the field.
Required Materials to submit
· Student CV and publication list (remove or redact birth date, ID/Passport numbers and/or photos)

· Research abstract (200 word maximum)

· Research statement covering past work and proposed direction for next 2 years clearly stating the hypothesis and expected contributions to the chosen research area. (4-page max in legible font size)

· Two letters of recommendation, one from current advisor (each letter to be 1 page max)

· Link to most recent published work (optional)
The above documents must be submitted as PDF’s in ONE email, with the file naming convention:

“Last Name, First Name: Research statement”

“Last Name, First Name: Resume”

“Last Name, First Name: Letters of Recommendation”
Please submit the completed application to the PGFO to email: fellowships@uct.ac.za by the 1st of September 2025.

The University of Cape Town reserves the right to disqualify ineligible, 

incomplete and/or inappropriate applications,

The University of Cape Town reserves the right to change the conditions of award or 

to make no awards at all.
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